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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's arguments, filed on Feb 15, 2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1 through 21 under U.C.S (103a) have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 

However, upon further consideration applicant's amendment necessitated 
the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, this 
Office-action is final 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ching(USP 6,533,168). 

With respect to claim 1, Ching teaches an apparatus which manages and 
organizes expense information, (as shown in fig 2a) comprising: a scanner to 
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scan various types of receipts, (scanning device 103, capable of reading data 
from receipt 109 of fig 2a) each said receipt containing expense information 
printed thereon, (receipt 109 contains a varity of information, mainly expense 
information) said scanner scanning each said receipts to obtain scanned 
information for each receipt (col.8, lines 62 through col. 9, lines 1-10); and 

a computer (data processing device [PC] 202 of fig 2a) in communication with 
the scanner, (103 of fig 2a) said computer executing a software which receives 
said scanned information for each receipt and which processes the scanned 
information including numerical data in the receipts to obtain said expense 
information from said scanned information, (scanning device 103, capable of 
reading data from receipt 109 of fig 2a, connected to computer 202, a personal 
computer, and mapped to the database on the computer 202 where for further 
processing by software application stored in the computer 202 of fig 2a, col.9, 
lines 65 through col. 10, lines 5-10), wherein said expense information for each 
receipt is categorized into one or more predetermined categories to obtain 
categorized information for each receipt, (col.7, lines 15-10), wherein said 
categorized information for each receipt is combined with categorized information 
for other said receipts to produce and display report information for one or more 
of said predetermined categories (col. 1 1 , lines 45-54). 

With respect to claim 2, Ching (168) teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 
2a), wherein the scanner (scanner 103 of fig 2a) is connected to said computer 
(personal computer 202 of fig 2a) through a USB port (serial connection 202 of 
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fig 2a) or a pass through parallel port, and wherein the software is stored in the 
compute (computer 202 of fig 2a, having a software application stored with in the 
computer, for further processing (col. 10, lines 5-1 1 ). 

With respect to claim 3, Ching (168) teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 
2a), wherein as the receipts are being scanned, the scanned information from the 
scanned receipts is automatically received by the computer and the expense 
information for each receipt is captured from the scanned information for each 
receipt, and categorized into one or more of said predetermined categories 
(scanning device 103, capable of reading data from receipt 109 of fig 2a, which 
contains a varity of information, mainly expense information, received to the 
computer 202 of fig 2a, processed and categorized one or more pre-set 
categories, see col.7, lines 15-10, and col. 10, lines 5-11). 

With respect to claim 4, Ching (168) teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 
2a), wherein the apparatus (fig 1) is able to process receipts of no predefined 
format that include grocery receipts, purchase receipts, credit card receipts or 
bank statements having different widths and thicknesses, see (col.7, lines 15-10), 

With respect to claim 5, Ching (168) teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 
2a), further including a display device (monitor 208 of fig 2a) in communication 
with said computer (processor 202 of fig 2a) wherein the report information is 
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displayed on said display device in a tabular form, a pie-chart form, or as a text 
file (col. 9, lines 1-5). 

With respect to claim 6, Ching (168) teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 
2a), wherein formats of the-report information displayed in tabular form include 
income-expense reports, expenses versus planned budget, cash flow, or a list of 
all expenses grouped under said one or more predetermined categories (pre-set 
categories, col. 13, lines 1-5). 

With respect to claim 7, Ching (168) teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 
2a), wherein the apparatus allows a user to edit the expense information 
obtained from each of the scanned receipts (on the computer screen 208 of fig 
2a, editing process can be managed through mouse 213 of fig 2a). 

With respect to claim 8, Ching (168) teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 
2a), wherein the apparatus (fig 2a) is able to save the expense information 
processed from the scanned receipts in Quicken Interchange Format, thereby 
allowing the expense information obtained from the scanned information to be 
imported by a financial management program (information processed from 
scanner 103, can be saved in the storage section of the computer 202 of fig 2a 
col. 10, lines 5-11). 

With respect to claim 9, Ching (168) teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 
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2a), wherein each scanned receipt is organized as an individual transaction so 
that the expense information obtained from the scanned information for each 
scanned receipt is able be individually viewed and edited (scanned data from a 
receipt 109 of fig 2a, can be filed and stored individually in the computer storage 
system, and it is an inherent task). 

With respect to claim 10, Ching (168) teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 
2a), wherein multiple items in the receipt are used to create a split transaction 
having the categorized information categorized into with-customizable 
categories, (col. 10, lines 5-11). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Ching (168) teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 
2a), wherein the software allows for record keeping, budgeting and for balancing 
a budget by displaying, tabular data to enable comparison with pre-customized 
budgets or limits in each said one or more predetermined category (col. 10, lines 
5-11). 

With respect to claim 13, Ching teaches an apparatus which manages and 
organizes expense information, (as shown in fig 2a) a scanner (103 of fig 2a) for 
scanning various types of receipts of no predefined format, each said receipt 
containing expense information printed thereon, (scanning device 103, capable 
of reading data from receipt 109 of fig 2a); a computer (202 of fig 2a) in 
communication with said scanner, (103 of fig 2a) said computer receiving a scan 
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of each said receipt, and processing said scan by collecting the expense 
information from the scan (scanning device 103, capable of reading data from 
receipt 109 of fig 2a, connected to computer 202, a personal computer, and 
mapped to the database on the computer 202 where for further processing by 
software application stored in the computer 202 of fig 2a, col. 9, lines 65 through 
col. 10, lines 5-10); and display device (208 of fig 2a) in communication with said 
computer, (202 of fig 2a) wherein said computer organizes said expense 
information collected from each said scan by categorizing the expense 
information into one or more predetermined expense categories, (col. 10, lines 5- 
10), to obtain report information, wherein said report information for at least one 
of said predetermined categories is displayed on said display device (208 of fig 
2a). 

With respect to claim 14, Ching teaches an apparatus which manages and 
organizes expense information, (as shown in fig 2a), wherein said scanner (103 
of fig 2a, is portable) is a portable scanner able to automatically feed the receipt 
through said scanner while the receipt is being scanned, (col. 9, lines 28-35) said 
receipts of no predefined format including grocery receipts, purchase receipts, 
credit card receipts or bank statement' having different widths and thicknesses, 
see (col. 7, lines 15-10), 

With respect to claim 15, Ching teaches an apparatus (fig 2) which 
manages and organizes expense information, (as shown in fig 2a), wherein the 
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apparatus allows a user to edit the expense information collected from the scans 
of each of said receipts (receipts scanned by scanner 103 of fig 2a, processed by 
computer 202 of fig 2a, and displayed on monitor 208 of fig 2a, for further editing 
of the information). 

With respect to claim 16, Ching (168) an apparatus (fig 2), which manages 
and organizes expense information, (as shown in fig 2a), wherein the apparatus 
(fig 2a) is able to save the expense information processed from the scanned 
receipts in Quicken Interchange Format, thereby allowing the expense 
information obtained from the scanned information to be imported by a financial 
management program (information processed from scanner 103, can be saved in 
the storage section of the computer 202 of fig 2a col. 10, lines 5-1 1 ). 

With respect to claim 17, Ching (168) an apparatus (fig 2), wherein each 
scanned receipt is organized as an individual transaction so that the expense 
information obtained from the scanned information for each scanned receipt is 
able be individually viewed and edited, (scanned data from a receipt 109 of fig 
2a, can be filed and stored individually in the computer storage system, (202 of 
fig 2a, and or it is an inherent task to the computer). 

With respect to claim 18, Ching (168) a method of managing expense 
information collected from receipts, (as shown in fig 2) comprising: providing a 
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scanner (103 of fig 2a) for scanning various types of receipts (109 of fig 2a) 
having expense information printed thereon; 

scanning said receipts using said scanner to produce a scan of each 
receipt; providing a computer in communication with said scanner, (scanning 
device 103, capable of reading data from receipt 109 of fig 2a); a computer (202 
of fig 2a); 

receiving, by said computer (202 of fig 2a)in communication with said 
scanner, (1 03 of fig 2a) scan of each said receipt scanned by said scanner (109 
of fig 2a); collecting automatically, by said computer, (202 of fig 2a) expense 
information contained in the scan of each said receipt, (109 of fig 2a) wherein the 
position of the expense information on each receipt is not predetermined, 
(scanning device 103, capable of reading data from receipt 109 of fig 2a, 
connected to computer 202, a personal computer, and mapped to the database 
on the computer 202 where for further processing by software application stored 
in the computer 202 of fig 2a, col. 9, lines 65 through col. 10, lines 5-10); and 
display device (208 of fig 2a); categorizing said expense information for each 
receipt, by said computer, into one or more of a plurality of predetermined 
expense categories, (col. 10, lines 5-10), combining said expense information for 
each said in said predetermined expense categories with expense information of 
other receipts categorized into those predetermined expense categories to obtain 
report information, see col.11, lines 45-55); and displaying the information on a 
display device, (208 of fig 2a). 
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With respect to claim 19, Ching (168) a method, further including a step of 
creation a user defined expense category as at least one of said predetermined 
expense categories (col.1 1 , lines 47-53). 

With respect to claim 20, Ching (168) a method, further including a step of 
organizing each said scan as a separate transaction to enable individual viewing 
and editing of the expense information collected from each said scan, (scanned 
data from a receipt 109 of fig 2a, can be filed and stored individually in the 
computer storage system, and it is an inherent task). 

With respect to claim 21, Ching (168) a method, further including a step of 
displaying said report information on said display device (208 of fig 2a) in a 
tabular form, a pie-chart form, or as a text file, automatically (col. 10, lines 5-11). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 
571-272-7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

if attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on 571-272-7314. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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